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schoolrooms all over the country were
having those facts drummed into them,
with no aim in sight but the answering of
the questions which I was manipulating.
That was a bewildering business, that we
should insist on that sort of drilling becom-
ing a part of life. Was that a relation it
was well to establish ? As the fine old,
shrewd, indolent Dr. Johnson said, he for
his part, while he lived, never again desired
even to hear of the Punic War 1 And again
he said, "You teach your daughters the
diameters of the planets, and wonder, when
you have done, why they do not desire your
company."

Cannot we somehow learn to simplify
life? Must we continue to think that we
can inspire children in rows? Is it not
possible for us to be a little less important
and pompous and elaborate about it all, to
aim at more direct relations, to say more
what we feel, to do more what nature bids
us do?

The heart sickens at the thought of how
we keep to the grim highways of life, and
leave the pleasant spaces of wood and field
unvisited ! And all because we want more
than we need, and because we cannot be